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Camp Success
After a summer spent frolicking in the mountains of Northern Nevada, we’re back to report that Camp Success was a huge success!  We hosted over 75 kids between the ages of 7 and 13, and we couldn’t have asked for a more rewarding experience.  The first session we had at-risk and underprivileged children from Wendell Williams Elementary School (J Street and Washington), and for the second session, we had foster children and their siblings.  
Campers enjoyed everything from Jo Ann’s home-cooked meals to singing the night away by the campfire.  The week was filled with lots of activity, including an authentic steam engine train ride, swimming at McGill Pool, canoeing and fishing at Cave Lake, a petting zoo, archery, and several arts and crafts projects.  We had deer running through the campsite, spectacular thunderstorms, and a “surprise” visit from pony express riders who barreled into camp and “kidnapped” two of our counselors.  By Saturday, the last day of camp, kids were begging us to stay another week!
We provided clothes, shoes and supplies for those who didn’t have everything they needed for camp, and every camper received the following: a travel duffel bag on wheels, a tote-bag, a flashlight, a disposable camera, a double layer waterproof jacket, a hooded sweatshirt, a camp t-shirt they colored in themselves, towels, washcloths, sunscreen, bug repellant, soap, and a toothbrush and toothpaste.  They were also given bandanas to wear according to their cabin group, and came up with team names, chants and banners.

Now that the dust has settled, we can’t wait to do it again next summer!  Thank you to all the camp sponsors and volunteers who helped make this summer possible, especially those who served as camp counselors.  The monetary and in-kind donations received for camp surpassed all our expectations.  We couldn’t have done it without you!   We’d also like to acknowledge the tremendous support we received from the town of Ely, NV and White Pine County.  
Limo Poker Run
On Saturday, August 27, twelve teams hit the streets of Las Vegas in limousines, all in search of the best poker hand.  The event began with a light lunch at the Ronald McDonald House and from there each team began their journey with only a few clues to guide them.  They made their way to five stops, including locations like Margaritaville, Planet Hollywood, the Chicago Brewing Company, Hooters and the Harley Davidson Café.  After five stops, teams returned to the Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino for an awards reception.  There was a three-way tie, which ended in a final poker game to determine the winners.  Liberty Realty’s two teams took 1st and 3rd place, and Nevada State Bank took 2nd.    

One Family’s Story – “The Cox Family”
    Early in July, Mr. and Mrs. Panteleeff walked through our doors with the weight of the world on their shoulders.  Their daughter and her family of five had just been airlifted to UMC trauma center after a terrible accident on I-15 north of Mesquite.  After two weeks, dad and the three boys, ages 13, 8 and 4, had been released from the hospital.  Their mom, however, was still in critical condition.  
    Over the next three weeks, dad spent most of his time at the hospital, and grandparents Josie and George Panteleeff took excellent care to keep the boys busy and upbeat while they waited for good news.  The boys were extremely well-mannered, considerate, and able to entertain themselves without disturbing the House.  Each afternoon they serenaded us on the piano and spent many hours creating “Get Well” cards for their mom.  
    It was inspiring to see how strong and positive this family was during such a traumatic time in their lives.  They always greeted everyone with a hello and a smile, and often asked if there was anything they could do to help around the house.  We welcomed that help as we were putting supplies together for camp, and if they hadn’t left on Aug. 2, we would have brought them with us!  
    When families like this stay with us, it fills the House with wonderful feelings of warmth, togetherness and hope.  Mrs. Cox was released from the hospital August 1 and the family flew home to Kamuela, Hawaii the next day, where she is currently undergoing rehab and physical therapy.  We just received a card in the mail with pictures of their stay and the following message: “Just a note of thanks again for all your love, warmth and giving.  It was so hard to leave you and the House - we felt like such a family because you all made us feel so special…”  
The Pony Express Hummer Adventure 
We’re at it again!  On the weekend of Friday, September 30 through Sunday, October 2, Hummer enthusiasts are invited to follow the Old Pony Express Trail on an action packed 3-day adventure.  Participants will take off-highway paths through a specially designed course that showcases the unique capabilities of Hummer vehicles.  The all-inclusive event features lodging at the Jailhouse Hotel and Casino in Ely, NV, visits to historical sites, meals, events and entertainment.  Register online at www.hummer-adventure-tours.com, or Contact Jo Ann Malone, Executive Director, at (702) 252-4663 x2225 or joann@rmhlv.com.  
Other Upcoming Events

    * Tuscany Lock-Up – Wednesday, September 21 – 9 AM to 5 PM - Tuscany Suites and Casino

Local businessmen and women are “locked up” in a mock jail at the Tuscany Suites and Casino.  “Jailbirds” will call family, friends and business associates to raise their bail of $1,000 to benefit RMHC.  We’re currently taking names for potential jailbirds, and accepting online pledges.   Contact Jo Ann Malone at (702) 252-4663 x2225 or joann@rmhlv.com.
    *  Las Vegas Century Bicycle Ride and Bike Expo – Saturday, October 15 – Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino 
Get in gear and sign up for one of four bicycle rides that take you through the beautiful Las Vegas Valley – 22, 50, 62, or 100 miles.  Participants receive a commemorative t-shirt and the chance to win great prizes in an event raffle.  Lunch is provided on the course for 100 mile riders, and Coca Cola and the Rio will host lunch at the finish line for all riders.  Riders and guests are also invited to the Bike Expo at the Rio Pavilion Parking Lot from 11 am to 5 pm.  The Bike Expo is open to the general public and offers live entertainment, information booths, food, giveaways, and fun for the whole family.  Register online at www.lasvegascentury.org, or contact Chris Stoner-Meyer at (702) 340-1500 or chris@rmhlv.com. 

    * “Martinis and Men” Bachelor Auction 2005 – Thursday, November 10 – Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino – 6:00 PM

In a unique collaboration, Candlelighters for Childhood Cancer and RMHC will be hosting the 1st Annual Bachelor Auction, featuring 25 of Las Vegas’ most eligible bachelors.  Women of all ages and situations (even fiance’s and wives!) will enjoy this fun and exciting event.  Each bachelor will be presented with a unique prize package, which will be awarded to the highest bidder.  The packages include dinners for two, exciting activities and events, spa days, etc.  So come on out ladies, and join us for an evening of simple pleasures as we help make a difference in the lives of children in Southern Nevada.  
For a complete list of upcoming events, visit our website at www.rmhlv.com, and go to the events calendar.
Volunteer Opportunities
  * Cook Dinner – Sign up to cook a hot meal for guests staying at the Ronald McDonald House – perfect for groups and families.  For details and available dates, call (702) 252-4663.
  * Las Vegas Century Bicycle Ride volunteers – help us as we host over 1000 bicycle riders from across the nation!  We are in desperate need of volunteers to help with pre-registration on Friday, October 14, and on the day of the event, Saturday, October 15.  Tasks include event set-up and tear-down, manning rest stops along the route, and help at the BikeFest.  For details and times, please call Chris at (702) 340-1500 or chris@rmhlv.com or Sarah at (702) 252-4663 x3 or sarah@rmhlv.com.  Schools, community groups, and corporations welcome!
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