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National Food Check Out Day 2006 – Annual Food Drive


On Saturday, February 11th, all Smith’s Food Stores in the Las Vegas area opened their doors to the Ronald McDonald House® for our annual food drive.  Over 300 volunteers were at the stores to provide information and assist shoppers in making donations off of our wish list.  Shoppers were handed the Ronald McDonald House Wish List as they entered the store and picked up items as they shopped.  Volunteers from e-gads! drove to each store, collected the donated items, and brought them to the House, where they were sorted and stored.


This year’s food drive generated $6,000 in cash donations and stocked our shelves with enough food, paper products, and cleaning supplies to last the entire year.  National Food Check Out Day is recognized by the Farm Bureau Association as the day of the year when the average American family has earned enough income to pay for their yearly food supply.  To commemorate Food Check Out Day, the National Farm Bureau makes food donations to Ronald McDonald Houses in cities across the nation.  This is the fifth year Smith’s has hosted the food drive for the Ronald McDonald House of Greater Las Vegas.  On behalf of our families, friends, and staff, we’d like to thank e-gads!, Smith’s Food Stores, the National Farm Bureau, and all of this year’s volunteers for making National Food Check Out Day 2006 an overwhelming success. 
One Family’s Story – “The Wunderlichs”


Jessica Wunderlich (18) was attending college in St. George, UT when she was involved in a rollover accident over Labor Day weekend, 2005.  She was ejected from the vehicle and air lifted to the University Medical Center (UMC) trauma unit with severe head injuries, a broken pelvis and shattered leg.  Her father, Glen, flew to Las Vegas from Ronan, Montana as soon as he heard the news.  When he arrived, doctors informed him that given the extent of her injuries, Jessica may not survive.  Glen checked into the Ronald McDonald House on September 6, and Jessica remained in a coma for the next six weeks.  


Eventually Jessica came out of her coma.  Because of her head trauma and extensive injuries, she was transferred to a rehabilitation facility as soon as she was stable enough to leave the hospital.  She had to re-learn basic daily activities, such as eating, talking, and getting around in a wheel chair.  By the middle of December, she was finally strong enough to make the trip back to Montana where she has continued her rehabilitation.  According to doctors, Jessica will make a full recovery.  It may take up to a year before she’s back to her normal self, but everyone is very grateful that she won’t suffer any permanent damage.  Jessica’s family stayed with us at the Ronald McDonald House for 100 nights.  When Glen checked out on December 15, he told us that going back home with his daughter alive was the best Christmas present he could have ever asked for – even though he was going back to temperatures well below 0(!

Upcoming Events

* “A Night on the Nile” – 2006 Annual Gala Dinner and Silent Auction - Friday, April 7, 2006  *  Rio All-Suite Hotel and Casino  *  6:00 PM

Step into the ancient world of pyramids and Pharaohs at this year’s Annual Gala Dinner and Silent Auction.  Headlining the evening will be live improvisation comedy group, “The Second City.”  In addition to the silent auction, a 2006 Ford Explorer, Eddie Bauer Edition, will be auctioned live during dinner.  Sponsorship opportunities and table reservations are currently available.  Contact Jo Ann Malone for more information at (702) 252-4663 x6 or joann@rmhlv.com.

* Tour de Summerlin – Saturday, April 22  *  6:00 AM Registration  *  Summerlin Centre Community Park

A non-competitive bicycle ride featuring three distances – 80 miles, 35 miles and 10 miles.  Technical support and SAG will be provided along each route.  Rest stops will be fully stocked with water, sports drinks, and energy bars, and all registered participants will be treated to a catered lunch.  Participants may pre-register in person at the Ronald McDonald House; online at www.active.com; or by calling Chris Stoner-Meyer at (702) 340-1500.

* Runnin’ for the House 5K Run/1 Mile Walk – Memorial Day, Monday, May 29  *  6:00 AM Registration  *  Ronald McDonald House

Lace up your running shoes!  This event features Champion Chip timing by Tri-A-Run, overall male and female awards in each age group, a pancake breakfast following the run/walk, and a run expo with event-related booths.  It’s fun for the whole family!  All registered participants receive a t-shirt, goody bag, and will be entered into a raffle drawing.  Participants may pre-register in person at the Ronald McDonald House; online at www.active.com; or by calling Chris Stoner-Meyer at (702) 340-1500.

Volunteer Opportunities

  * Cook Dinner – Sign up to cook a hot meal for guests staying at the Ronald McDonald House – perfect for groups and families.  For details and available dates, call (702) 252-4663.

  * Camp Success Counselors and Staff – This summer, RMHC will host a summer camp program at Camp Success in Ely, NV for children with special needs.  The program features two sessions for children ages 7 to 13.  Camp dates are July 15 – 22 and July 30 – Aug. 5.  We’re looking for camp counselors and staff willing to commit to one full week.  All volunteers need to be at least 18 years of age, and be CPR and First Aid Certified.  Contact Sarah Crichlow for details at (702) 252-4663 x3, or sarah@rmhlv.com.

  * Camp Success Donations – You can help us make the camp experience unforgetable by donating camp supplies or becoming a sponsor.  For a supply list and/or sponsorship opportunities, contact Sarah Crichlow at (702) 252-4663 x3 or sarah@rmhlv.com.  

  * Special Events – Assist RMHC staff with our full schedule of special events.  We need help with registration, set-up, clean-up, and other event-specific tasks.  Open to individuals and groups.  Contact Sarah Crichlow at (702) 252-4663 x3, or sarah@rmhlv.com. 
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